Alien Species - Creating a Brave New World
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A chimera is a living being composed of cells mixed together from two different
organisms, either from the same or different species. Scientific research currently uses
chimeras in the form of humanized mice to study inflammatory disease, cancer,
infectious disease, and hematopoiesis. By adding thymus and liver cells from an
aborted human fetus to a living mouse, its immune system is transformed facilitating
research studies. Humans and animals have mixed throughout the Ages in various
ways; so, beyond an initial repulsion, what makes a chimera, a human-animal melding,
so morally controversial, so potentially threatening to life on Earth?



